go                                LORD   CARSON
Kingdom declared by a majority of 118 for the Conservatives
and Liberal Unionists against Gladstone and Parnell. The
Union was saved, and the new Salisbury Government,
reinforced by the powerful alliance of Joseph Chamberlain
and his followers, seemed secure for years.
And now the Conservatives, pledged again and again
against any form of Home Rule, had to set about governing
Ireland : it was no light task, Passions had been inflamed ;
the fears of Ulster, though they had not been realised, were
not yet allayed, and savage riots continued : the hopes of the
South had been raised almost to certainty, and then dashed
to the ground. The Government pledged itself to maintain
the law, whether against the Orangemen of Belfast or the
Moonlighters of the South : Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, who
had led the Conservatives in Opposition, was sent to Dublin as
a strong Chief Secretary: Salisbury made John Gibson his Irish
Attorney-General, and he in turn appointed Edward Carson
as his Crown counsel or chief of staff, in his dangerous and
important task of restoring order under the law in Ireland.
The experience of the Conservative Government of 1886
was almost that of the Liberal Government of 1880. The
Nationalist Party, realising that any question of Home Rule
was indefinitely postponed, fell back upon the old agrarian
grievances. The Land Act of 1881, as interpreted by the
Courts, denied to leaseholders and other classes of tenants
the right to apply to the Courts for a fair rents " to be fixed,
and the bad season of 1886 pressed hardly on yet others
whose rents had been already fixed. An Irish Land Bill for
their relief, proposed by an Irish member, was rejected in
the Commons, and soon afterwards was initiated the cele-
brated " Plan of Campaign," which it became Carson's duty
to suppress : the Plan was signed by Tim Harrington, M.P.,
and although it was repudiated by Parnell, who was ill, it
had originated in a suggestion of his own four years before.
The Plan was shortly this : Where eviction was threatened, a
" fair rent" was to be offered by the tenant; if it was refused
by the landlord, the sum offered was to be deposited with a
local committee, which would, if the landlord persisted, be
used to fight him on behalf of the tenant. Chief Baron Palles